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It’s been an amazing 2014–2015 
season sailing on Phoenix in Sydney 
38 One Design Class Racing.
Phoenix started the season at 
RGYC for the two day Morris 
Finance Regatta in September 
2014, with a nine boat fleet and 
180 crew. There could not have 
been a better start to the season 
with Phoenix winning by nine 
points in our home town.
Phoenix raced each weekend over 
the summer season, either in 
Geelong at RGYC, or every second 
weekend doing the ten hour round 
trip delivery to Sandringham 
to race at SYC in the Sydney 38 
Sprints. Phoenix sailed a total of 
75 races for the season. Practice, 
Practice, Practice!
In January Phoenix raced one of 
the most prestigious events for 
the year, the three day Festival of 
Sails regatta at RGYC. There were 
ten Sydney 38 boats in the fleet. 
We had all types of weather: first 
day, a steady 17 knots; second 
day, a light breeze in the first race 
then a building breeze; third day, 
22 knots gusting to more than 30 
knots. Phoenix sailed well to hold 
the lead and finish with a four 
point win.
The Nationals were held in 
Pittwater in February, so Phoenix 
was packed up and Brenton, Jen, 
Christie, Jason and Aaron B set 
sail for NSW. Having to leave a day 
earlier due to weather, we started 
the delivery under motor. The 
winds picked up giving us a quick 
dash across the paddock. The wind 
came with us as we rounded Gabo 
Island and it pushed us up the 
NSW coast giving us a three day 
delivery to Pittwater.
The rest of our crew flew in on 
Wednesday morning. Phoenix had 
a sail drive issue and was brought 
out of the water on Wednesday 
afternoon, worked on overnight 
and returned to the water in time 
for a training session on Thursday 
afternoon with the another Sydney 
38 yacht, “Whisper”, boat on boat. 
Much was learned, like how to 
drive in a swell, rig settings, weight 
positions, etc. It was an invaluable 
lesson. The boys spent the rest of 
the evening adjusting the rig to 
suit the ocean conditions. We were 
ready for racing!
We arrived on the start line ready 
to give everything we had. Racing 
was out in the ocean and the 
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